The chapters cover anatomical and physiological characteristics of the respiratory system in children, assessment of respiratory distress, its management with simple first-aid measures to the use of oro-and nasopharayngeal airways, bag-mask ventilation and endotracheal intubation if necessary aided by a gumelastic bougie.
More advanced techniques for the difficult airway are described, such as the use of a laryngeal mask airway (LMA) and needle cricothyrotomy. These latter methods are not currently practised in the local setting but plans are afoot to introduce paramedics to the use of LMAs. Other chapters deal with foreign body removal and the management of obstructed tracheostomies.
Teaching is facilitated by the liberal use of illustrations and simple algorithms guiding management through appropriate pathways.
A clinical scenario and a quiz section with each chapter reinforces learning and a "tricks of the trade" box emphasizes important aspects of management.
As well as for paramedics, this manual would be very instructive for emergency physicians, nurses and other medical personnel who are not often called upon to manage respiratory emergencies and I am not aware of a similar book in circulation. To make it more affordable for the target group, however, it should perhaps be a little less expensive.
V This 166-page volume is divided into 10 chapters, each individually authored.
The first chapter outlines the basis of coagulation in considerable detail, without a single diagrammatic illustration to make it easier for the reader to understand. Also there is a blatant error in the text on page 5 wherein Factors VIIIa and Va are referred to as vitamin K dependant proteins, which they are not. The chapters on Transfusion Associated Complications, Heparin Induced Thrombocytopenia, Antiphospholipid Syndrome, von Willebrand Disease, Hemophilia A and B and other Factor Deficiencies, Cardiopulmonary Bypass associated Coagulopathies and Prophylactic Therapy, Protamine and Protamine Reactions, and Liver Transplant Surgery and Transfusion are sound and relevant to the practice of Anaesthesiology.
The chapter on Antiplatelet Therapy, New and Old, deals with these drugs in detail including mechanism of action, but the author has failed to discuss the most important aspect, namely surgical implications of these drugs such as risks and management of bleeding including recommendations regarding cessation of these drugs. Similarly the chapter on Sickle Cell Disease and Other Hemoglobinopathies has a large section on various types of thalassaemia without any mention of surgical and anaesthetic implications. The section on Anesthetic Considerations addresses Sickle Cell Disease only.
One of the common haematological problems faced by anaesthetists is management of the patient on oral anticoagulant therapy, for various indications, both short-and long-term. Perioperative management of these patients is very much the domain of the anaesthetists, often in consultation with other physicians. I find it very disappointing that a dedicated volume such as this lacks a chapter on this common problem.
This book may be useful as a reference for anaesthetists practising in tertiary institutions dealing with complex surgical procedures such as cardiac bypass and liver transplant. For those dealing with simpler day-to-day issues such as perioperative management of patients on oral anticoagulant and anti-platelet drug therapy it would have limited value. P 
